
 

Break-Out Sessions for 2019 Convention 

Option 1: Business and Accounting Update  

 Session Leaders: Will Buchanan, Canon for Finance and Administration; Martha Smith, 
Coordinator of Payroll and Benefits; and Cathy Roberts, Staff Accountant 
  

Description: Join us in a discussion for the over-all best practices of accounting policies and 

proper financial management. Topics will include: best accounting practices and policies, preparation of 

the stewardship and financial section of the parochial report, overview of the mutual ministry support 

form and the proper way to prepare it, and preparation of payroll sheets. This workshop is primarily for 

those involved in parish administration including clergy, parish administrators, treasurers, and wardens.  

Option 2: Finding the Connections: Life Transitions at Church and at Home 

 Session Leaders: Sabrina Evans, Director of Christian Formation and Kate Huston, Director of 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

 Description: Many of us mark our lives with milestones and traditions. Join us as the Diocesan 

Formation Team explores how to connect many of these life-long milestones, traditions, and transitions 

to our faith through a variety of simple practices and resources that may be adapted for use in 

congregational life or at-home with families.  

Option 3: Cycles in Transition Ministry 

 Session Leaders: The Rev Canon Dr. Tony Moon, Canon Advisor and the Rev. Canon Michael 

Durning, Canon to the Ordinary 

 Description: We live in a world where change is a constant. As the Diocese moves through an 

important transition, we take time in this workshop to look at how ministries grow and change. We will 

use the “Life Cycle” approach adapted by the Rev. Charles Fulton, onetime Congregational Development 

Officer for the Episcopal Church. In this workshop we will see when redefinition, redevelopment, and 

rebirth are appropriate strategies in parish planning.  

Option 4: End of Life Transitions  

Session Leaders: The Rev. Shelby Scott, Rector, St. Patrick’s Broken Arrow and the Rev. Cindy 

Ritter, Deacon, St. Patrick’s Broken Arrow 

Description: Transitions occur throughout our lives.  Potentially the most challenging 

changes that we must navigate are those that occur at end of life.   The Rev. Shelby Scott, rector 

of St. Patrick’s in Broken Arrow and The Rev. Cindy Ritter, deacon at St. Patrick’s present 

general concepts important for bringing hope, comfort, and love surrounding physical life’s end.  

Practical examples of pastoral and congregational end of life care adaptable in any church 

community will be discussed.   

Breakout session includes the mechanics of end of life ministry: 



▪ Parish education 
▪ Visitation 
▪ Funeral planning and guidelines  
▪ Funeral hospitality and meals 
▪ Needs of the dying 
▪ Tasks of grieving 
▪ Grief support follow up – phone calls, cards, grief support group 

meetings 

Option 5: Invite/Welcome/Connect Extension: Direct Outreach Ministries 

Session Leader: The Rev. Dr. David Bridges, Priest, St. Andrew’s Grove and Dean NE Region 

Clericus 

Description: Learn to evaluate the greater communities you serve and reach out in innovative 

new ways to spiritual-but-not-religious people. The Episcopal Church has always been relevant to 

society, but has it been accessible to society? Any church can grow by better serving the surrounding 

communities. Use these technics to enhance the Invite-Welcome-Connect program and increase your 

community involvement. 

Option 6: De-Mystifying the Rainbow 

 Session Leaders: The Rev. Blake Woods, Chaplain, OU Campus Ministry and Sarah Smith, 

Director of Media and Technology  

 Description: Having an honest and open conversation about the LGBTQIA spectrum and how to 

honor the dignity of all human persons in our church.  

 

Option 7: Understanding the Thread of Oppression: The 2019 Racial Reconciliation Pilgrimage  

 Session Leaders: Youth of the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma; Kate Huston, Director of Youth 

and Young Adults; the Rev. Emily Schnabl, Rector, St. Christopher’s Midwest City; the Rev. Jeff Huston, 

Chaplain, OSU Campus Ministry; and the Rev. Spencer Brown, Curate, St. Patrick’s Broken Arrow 

 Description: Join members of the youth and the chaplains who attended the 2019 Racial 

Reconciliation Pilgrimage to Montgomery, Selma, Birmingham, Memphis, and Little Rock as we reflect 

on what we learned and how the pilgrimage helped to transition our perspectives. We will also present 

the upcoming details for the 2020 Diocesan Pilgrimage.  


